
Minutes of the Woodford-cum-Membris Parish Council Meeting Held
on Thursday

09 January 2014 in the Memorial Hall Woodford Halse between 20.40
hrs. & 20.50 hrs.

C01/14 Present
Mr. Philip Bainbridge, Mrs. Kay Coles, Ms. Helen Durkin, Ms. Aimee Ford-Young, Mr. Robin Gilling,
Mr. David Hawes, Ms. June Irani [Chairman], Mr. George Osborne, Mr. Robert Snedker,
Mr. Peter Stanyon & Ms. Julie Williams.
Daventry District Councillors: Mrs. J. Gilford, Mrs. E. Griffin, and Mr. R. Patchett.
G. P. Smith [Parish Clerk]

C02/14 Public Meeting - Residential Development on Land off Farndon Road
This Parish Council meeting was preceded [19.00 hrs. to 20.35 hrs.] by a public meeting attended by seventy 
people to consider Planning Application DA/2013/0916: construction of 55 dwellings, including vehicular 
access, pedestrian links, car parking, landscaping and drainage.

C03/14 Apologies
Council received none.

C04/14 Members’ Declarations of Disclosable Interest
Members declared none.

C05/14 Sole Business - Residential Development off Farndon Road

Council objected to this application, as follows:

Highway Adequacy and Road Safety

 Vehicular traffic associated with the proposed development would travel to/fro on a number of routes.

 Along the A361 from Banbury turning right at the Aston-le-Walls crossroads then immediately left 

through West Farndon, under a restrictive former railway bridge, a point susceptible to flooding. The 

greater length of this route has become degraded into a single and deteriorating track. It is currently 

neither fit nor safe for vehicles or pedestrians.

 Leaving the A 361 at the Five Ways junction, Byfield via Church Street, Farndon Road then turning 

left at the “T” junction beneath the aforementioned bridge. In addition to residential traffic the road has to

accommodate Byfield Medical Centre, has sharp bends at Holy Cross Church and former station bridge 

and is also sub-standard for its length to the development site.

 Leaving the A 361 at the Five Ways, Byfield to Woodford Halse, turning right into Membris Way & 

Ash Way to the Ash Way/ Hinton Road/Pool Street/ Farndon Road junction. The Byfield to Woodford 

Halse road is most dangerous due to traffic accessing Woodford Halse’s current residential 
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establishments, businesses and industrial estates. The cumulative effect, on road (in)adequacy and safety, 

of the existing village and approvals for the further and significant residential & industrial developments 

off Byfield Road cannot be disregarded and should be resolved now applying foresight. Membris Way & 

Ash Way are residential streets and not designed to cope in peace & safety with the increase in traffic 

volume that can be envisaged. Pool Street junction, see next item.

 From Woodford Halse village, and other access routes, all have to navigate the Pool Street junction 

which has no carriageway width for the safe passing of vehicles, no continuous pavement for pedestrians 

[nor can one be provided because of the narrowness of the road], an “S” bend formation and is 

susceptible to severe flooding.

 In addition, vehicles travelling from the development site to/fro village facilities e.g. shops and 

primary school, in High Street/Scrivens Hill will further contribute to the growing congestion on roads 

and premises throughout the village, particularly around those facilities, never designed for such 

volumes.

Countryside - Green Land

 Development on a site such as the proposed contravenes Daventry District Council’s Local Plan policy in

respect of Woodford Halse’s planning status. The development is neither small scale nor within the 

confines of the village. It is substantial and in open countryside.

 The retention of productive farm land must be assured.

Residential Building Land Requirement

Regional/national policy sets a presumption in favour of sustainable development particularly where a Local 

Planning Authority cannot demonstrate a five year supply of deliverable housing sites. Woodford CM Parish 

Council understands that Daventry District has the requisite “bank” and is consequently under no further 

obligation in this respect.

Sustainability

 The Medical Practice in Byfield [serving Woodford Halse] is known to already be considerably over 

extended and in urgent need of expansion. Services demanded as a result of the proposed development 

together with others in this area, not least that approved for 200 homes off Byfield Road, Woodford 

Halse, cannot be accommodated.

 Woodford Halse Primary School is running at capacity. Any further demand for pupil places [and 

again the cumulative effect of approved and potential developments must be considered now] cannot be 

accommodated.
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 Public transport services provide little support/opportunity to access nearby towns outside normal 

working hours. Services are totally inadequate for any further increase in population.

Change in Character of the Village

 A parish survey contributing to the Parish Plan showed that 90% of respondents considered the 

current [prior to the approval of 200 homes off Byfield Road] size of the village satisfactory.

 This residential development would change the character of the village and increase its status as a 

dormitory town, which residents would reject.

C06/14 There being no further business the meeting was closed at 20.50 hrs.
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