
Minutes of Community Panel

25  th   May 2014 

Present: 

Maureen Clayton, John Tompkins, Carl Barton (Police), David Hawes 
(Chair), June Irani, Jane Coaley (Police), Russ Mallace, Brigid Hurn 
(Minute taker)

Apologies for absence: 

Kay Coles, Alan Bailey, Trish Whitmore, Kerry Lee

Minutes of the last meeting: 

Alan Bailey & Trish Whitmore’s names were amended, then the 
minutes were signed by David Hawes in the Chair.

Matters Arising 

It was agreed that these minutes should be publicised more widely, 
and it was recommended that they should be sent to all parish 
councils and included in local parish magazines. Also that more 
councillors and interested members of the community be encouraged
to attend the meetings.

Russ Mallace reported that he had contacted Northampton CC re 
parking, and they had replied that it was illegal to block driveways or
access. NCC offers to put down a white line to deter parking 
(although this has no legal significance) Application forms may be 
obtained from them, and if permission is granted, a fee of £125 is 
required. The relevant phone number is 0845 6800153 
(parking@northamptonshire.co.uk) Councillor Brown is highways rep, 
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contact on 0300 1261000 for an automated message service for 
parking issues.

Byfield Medical centre has one disabled parking space.

Byfield Parish Council have had five sites approved for the Mobile 
Speeding Device, and its arrival is imminent.

Carl Barton found a few van notices and these have been distributed.

Crime figures: These are low for all twelve parishes. Fuller details 
are available in Parish Council annual reports.

Locally Initiated Priorities:

Vehicle thefts are still mainly from insecure vehicles.

Crime prevention leaflets have been circulated to schools etc, but it 
was suggested that the way to bring them to more people’s attention
was to put in parish newsletters. Carl to action

Speeding: “boy racers” are no longer the main culprits, all ages of 
driver drive too fast.

New Locally Initiated Priorities:

“Farm Watch” to be revisited as it has lapsed in the last few years

Crime prevention, educating residents and raising awareness

Speeding

Other Business:

There was a seat belt awareness campaign throughout the county



Concern was raised about police visibility particularly in outlying 
farms and businesses. We realise that time is limited and areas to 
be covered are large, with many calls on PCSOs time, so it was 
suggested that Parish Councils publicise and introduce PCSOs to 
their communities by means of web sites and newsletters.

Speeding in Boddington Road, The Twistle and Woodford Road are 
again causing great concern. Woodford PC have been loaned some 30 
mph signs, and have offered to pass them on to Byfield. Another 
idea was to use people power by suggesting that residents in the 
roads concerned make 30mph signs and stick them in their gardens 
or on the grass verges, to remind drivers and hopefully slow them 
down before a major accident occurs. It is hoped that the selected 
sites for the Mobile Speeding Device will include these roads.

Date of Next Meeting:

September 2nd 2014 at 6 p.m. at the Cross Tree, Byfield. Any Parish 
Councillors or interested persons will be welcome


