
Great Central Woodland Management Committee

Minutes of a Meeting on the 27th January 2021 on-line via Zoom

Those Attending:-

Members of the Committee:  Paul Blackwell (Chair), Ruth Curzon, Geri Rowe, Robert Snedker

Secretary to the Committee:  John Williams

Parish Clerk: G.P. Smith

Members of the Parish Council: Ron Davison 

Members of the Public:  Nick Corker

1. Receive and Consider Apologies for Absence:

 Kay Coles, Ian Dobson, Patricia Darby

2. Receive Members Declarations of Interest Relevant to Agenda Items

None

3. Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 25th November 2020 were approved.

4. Hear Matters Arising

Minutes Book page 141/7: Paul Blackwell introduced Nick Corker who had come forward 
as being interested in working with the Committee and had provided a number of ideas 
discussed in agenda item 8. 

5. Hear Issues Raised by The Public

Flood damage had been identified to the Kitchen Lane entrance and one of the 
stream bridges on the Riverside Walk. Paul Blackwell advised that the village 
handyman had been asked to carry out repairs / reinstatement.
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6. Receive an Update on Grant Applications

The initial annual payment of maintenance grant has been received from the Rural 
Payments Agency.

Paul Blackwell advised that discussions are continuing with HS2 over the possibility of 
grant funding to enable the construction of the Wetland Top Walk.

7. Receive an Update on Pathway Improvement Plans

Two donations of wood chippings for pathway improvement had been received from 
Gullivers and Scotts. Ruth Curzon will arrange raking.

RC

Robert Snedker reported on requirements for additional work to be done to install 
additional planings to prevent path erosion (Minute Book page 144/7).  Paul Blackwell 
will approach Parish Council for £650 to fund this work. Geri Rowe offered a loan of her 
dumper for the work.

PB

There was evidence that with the current wet weather paths were being damaged by 
horses. Ruth Curzon will arrange for posts on social media and the Signpost to ask 
riders to take care.

RC

8. Consider Links to & Working With Other Initiatives

Nick Corker had provided a list of organisations that are concerned with promoting 
community woodlands. At various points in time the team has been in contact with 
some of these but there could be value in having a more structured approach to 
working with them.

Woodford cum Membris are members of NALC, one of the organisations identified.

It was agreed that individual committee members would select an organisation to 
contact, let the Chairman know so there is no doubling up, and report back to the 
committee. Robert Snedker will explore the Woodland Trust.

ALL

9. Review Other Activities Relating to The Management Plan

Plan

Tracker 
Ref:

Comments

5.4 Engagement with groups involved with children is an area which could benefit from greater focus. 
Ruth Curzon will try to re-establish contacts with the Boddington forest school. Bob Snedker remains 
concerned that there is little in the woodland (or the village more widely) for older children. 
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9. Consider Any Other Item the Chairman Decides is Urgent

No issues this month

10. Set a Date for the Next Committee Meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 24th February 2020 at 7:00pm by Zoom or in the Memorial Hall 
depending on Covid-19 restrictions.
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