
Woodford-cum-Membris Parish Council Item 12 

Council Meeting 12 January 2021 

Precept Setting Report  

Precept Report to Council 12 January 2021.docx 11 January 2021 

1. Introduction 

The 3-year budget, together with a covering report, was circulated to Councillors at the last 

meeting. 

2. Report Content 

A revised 3-year budget is attached which reflects changes requested & approved by Councillors, 

notably the street lighting energy and maintenance. 

The major item affecting the precept is the tax base proposed by Daventry District Council which 

we have been notified has decreased by 8 whereas the previous circulated budget assumed an 

increase of 70.   We have contacted Daventry DC for an explanation as clearly additional houses 

have been occupied in the Parish since last January but have not yet received a reply. 

3. Financial Implications 

The Parish Council is required to set the Precept and inform the District Council shortly and, in any 

case, before our next meeting.  Therefore, we need to set the precept now.  The following options 

are offered for Councillors’ consideration: 

 Option 1: Inflation only increase over last year 

 The precept set last year was £204,609 & if we accept no additional houses and add a modest 

2% increase to cover inflationary cost, this would be £4,092 making a Precept request of 

£208,701.  This is £12,291 less than the provisional precept in the budget that Councillors 

reviewed in December 2020.   Thus, we would potentially need to “trim” our costs and the basic 

increases have been in the Library operation; Grass & Grounds Maintenance (taking on the 

Churchyard) and in our contingency provision (we have also potentially lost some grant income 

from the new Authority).  We would also potentially need to reduce our contributions to 

reserves. 

 Option 2: Maintain the Precept per the Budget 

 In the Budget, the Precept was set at £220,992 reflecting an increase of some 70 occupied new 

houses in the Parish.  If we were to maintain this figure, the anticipated increase to parishioners 

would be around 8.7%. 

 Option 3: Add an above inflationary increase to reflect additional responsibilities 

 If we take Option 1 above and add the increase in the Library operating costs plus the additional 

funds in taking on the Churchyard maintenance, but reducing the contingency provision, the 

Precept could be set at £210,000 which would equate to an increase of around 3.3%. 

We anticipate that the County & District Councils Council Tax will be set indicating a 5% increase.  

The Parish Clerk will continue to query the District Council’s tax base calculation. 

4. Recommendations & Decisions Required 

All the options will cover all the Council’s responsibilities and commitments, prudent contributions 

to reserves to assist in future asset replacements & other non-annual costs, including any additional 

costs arising from local government reorganisation in the County.  

Councillors are asked to formally approve the Budget for the financial year 2021/22 and to set a 

Precept – the attached 3-year amended budget assumes Option 3 above. 
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