
Great Central Woodland Management Committee
Minutes of a Meeting on the 24th February 2021 on-line via Zoom

Those Attending:-

Members of the Committee:  Paul Blackwell (Chair), Ruth Curzon, Patricia Darby, Geri Rowe, Robert 
Snedker

Secretary to the Committee:  John Williams

Parish Clerk: G.P. Smith

Members of the Parish Council: Ron Davison 

Members of the Public:  Maura Newell, Hilary Wintersgill

1. Receive and Consider Apologies for Absence:

Kay Coles, Ian Dobson, Nick Corker

2. Receive Members Declarations of Interest Relevant to Agenda Items

None

3. Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 27th January 2021 were approved.

4. Hear Matters Arising

Minutes Book page 142/5. Wet weather had prevented repair to the Riverside Walk 
bridges. With the improvement in weather, Robert Snedker will contact the Parish 
Handyman to reschedule this.

RS

5. Hear Issues Raised by The Public

A further instance had been noted of a horse being galloped in the woodland soon after 
the last committee meeting. Paul Blackwell will ask the PCSO to talk to the person 
suspected of being responsible.  It was also suggested that seasonal restrictions and 
additional signage at the entries to the woodland asking that horses are kept to a walk 
could be helpful – no action on signage at present but will be kept under review if more 
than 1 person is galloping horses along woodland paths.

PB

John Williams reported further concerns raised on Facebook regarding littering and 
refuse from ‘camps’ in the woodland.  

While it is not possible for us to organise a mass litter pick because of Covid restrictions, 
individual support bubbles could be encouraged to do independent litter picks. 
Equipment is available from Robert Snedker. Ruth Curzon and John Williams will work 
together to promote the idea.

RC/JCW
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6. The Wetland Top Path Project

Paul Blackwell advised the committee that HS2/Groundworks had approved our 
application for grant funding for the Wetland Top Path project, subject to Parish Council 
support for the project. Prior to this meeting the Parish Council had met and agreed to 
allocate funding from the Community Infrastructure Levy and to provide a project 
manager (via Ron Davison).  

Work is proceeding on preparing an invitation to quote for possible suppliers using the 
design developed previously in collaboration with Daventry District Council. 

Paul Blackwell will advise HS2/Groundworks of the Council’s intention to proceed and 
supply them with the relevant initial paperwork.

PB

As part of the project, we are required to demonstrate that it achieves the objectives laid 
down in our grant funding bid. John Williams will work with Paul Blackwell on identifying 
ways to achieve this.

JCW

7. Receive an Update on Pathway Improvement Plans

Ruth Curzon reported that raking in of chippings had been completed, although wet 
weather had reduced the benefit. 

Parish Council had approved funding for an additional 40 tonnes of planings and 
contractor time to spread them. We have been waiting for the weather to improve 
before scheduling this work. A number of possible approaches to the logistics of 
moving planings to the area where it is needed were discussed including loan of a 
dumper (Geri Rowe), help with digger driving (Hilary Wintersgill) and hire of a 1 tonne 
dumper (Woodford Tool & Plant). Robert Snedker will work with offers of help to select 
the best option within Council agreed budget.

RS

There was evidence that with the current wet weather paths were being damaged by 
horses. Ruth Curzon will arrange for posts on social media and the Signpost to ask 
riders to take care.

RC

8. Receive an Update on Working With Other Initiatives

Nick Corker has agreed to follow up with the Tree Charter. 

Robert Snedker is in contact with the Woodland Trust. It would be helpful to identify 
any suggestions on improving our planting strategies.

Ruth Curzon reported on progress with contacts with the Scouts and Brownies 
(currently no Guide company in Woodford Halse). Maura Newell advised that DSLV 
[Danetre & Southbrook Learning Village] has a “character award” scheme that includes 
recognition of volunteering and that this could perhaps be linked to activities in the 
woodland. 

John Williams agreed to contact NALC to see what could be learned from them. 
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9. Review Other Activities Relating to The Management Plan

Plan
Tracker 
Ref:

Comments

4 Geri Rowe outlined an initiative from the Woodford Halse Kindness Group to 
create a sensory garden within a part of the woodland. This could be 
beneficial for both young persons’ engagement and more generally as a 
community asset. The group had already identified possible sources of partial 
funding for the project.

It was agreed to allocate an area of land near to the Co-op for this project. 
Geri Rowe and Ruth Curzon will work on this.

10. Consider Any Other Item the Chairman Decides is Urgent

No issues this month

11. Set a Date for the Next Committee Meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 24th March 2020 at 7:00pm by Zoom.
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