
 
All churches have closed again for services 
but some in our benefice are open for private 
prayer. See notices outside each church for 
days and times. 

 
During Lent you may consider putting aside 
some money for a favourite charity. Would 
you consider making a donation to the 
Sheepfold, a day centre for children with 
disabilities and learning difficulties in 
Bethlehem? 
 
The bank details are:  
 
Holy Cross Church Byfield  
Sort code 09 01 55 
Account no. 59216181 
  
Reference: Within Reach 
 
A big thank you to the people who have 
already donated. 
 
 
 

 
 

Jeremiah – all gloom and doom? NO! 
 
For several weeks now the Old Testament 
reading used in Morning prayer has been 
from the book of Jeremiah. Jeremiah’s 
prophesies are dark, he sees the end of the 
kingdom of Judah and the destruction of 
Jerusalem. He is driven to speaking God’s 
words of warning to the people. 
 

He was born about 650BC in a village just 
north of Jerusalem where his father was a 
priest. In his twenties he was called to be a 
prophet. He found it a burden: he was a 
sensitive, affectionate man but God forbad 
marriage. He would have liked to have 
stopped talking about God but, he says, ‘his 
word is in my heart like a fire.’  
 
His country, Judah, was in a bad way. It was 
a small Kingdom wedged between Egypt and 
Babylon who were at loggerheads, Babylon 
gaining the upper hand. Jeremiah was 
convinced that God would punish Judah 
through King Nebuchadnezzar and advised 
that the king and the authorities should 
surrender. Instead they rebelled against 
Babylon and turned against Jeremiah, 
banning him from the Temple. The king cut 
up his written warnings and burnt them. 
Jeremiah was arrested and thrown into a 
well. 
 

In 587 Nebuchadnezzar’s army broke into 
Jerusalem destroying the city and its Temple, 
taking hundreds into exile.  
Jeremiah relayed God’s words to his people 
for 40 years urging them to change their ways 
but assuring them that there must be the 
chance of a new beginning. The Old 
Covenant that God had made through Moses 
had failed but he was sure that there would 
be a new Covenant in which a God of 
compassion and overwhelming love would 
reach out to each human heart directly. 
 
During Lent we reflect on Jesus’ life and 
ministry: as he approached his death, 
powerless and dependent on God, he brings 
Jeremiah’s prophecy to fulfilment. ‘This…is 
the new covenant, sealed in my blood’ (Luke 
22:20). The chance of forgiveness, of hope 
and new life for us all, if we have faith! 
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Sunday Evenings 
 

Revd. Paul and Lesley will be hosting a 
Zoom evening service every Sunday at 
6pm during this time of lockdown.  
Lesley has already contacted the people 
who participated in previous services but if 
you would like to join us then please email 
her for an invitation. 

lep23a@gmail.com 
 

Are you unable to access the internet but 
would like to join our Zoom services on a 
Sunday evening? 
All you need is a landline or a mobile! 
If you would like to join us for the service 
at 6pm please ring Lesley on 01327 
264374 by 5pm on Saturday. 
She will be able to give you a phone 
number, meeting ID and a passcode that 
will enable you to 'ring in' and use your 
phone to listen to and participate in the 
service. An order of service and the words 
of the hymns will be delivered to you 
before the service. 
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