
Great Central Woodland Management Committee
Minutes of a Meeting on the 29th September 2021 at 7:00pm in the  Dryden Hall

Those Attending:-

Members of the Committee:  Paul Blackwell (Chair), Kay Coles, Ruth Curzon, Patricia Darby, 

Ian Dobson,  Robert Snedker

Secretary to the Committee:  John Williams Parish Clerk: Gary Smith

Members of the Public:  Nick Corker, Lizzie Farmer 

1. Receive and Consider Apologies for Absence:

Maura Newell, Geri Rowe

2. Receive Members Declarations of Interest Relevant to Agenda Items

None

3. Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 28th July 2021 were approved.

4. Hear Matters Arising

Minute Book page 159/6 Paul Blackwell advised that the decision had been taken to 
install one rather than two signs on the Wetland Top Path.

Minute Book page 156/5 & 158/4 The litter bin has been removed.

Minute Book page 160/10/4.1 Paul Blackwell reported that the “Valour” sign had now 
been approved and is on order. 

Minute Book page 160/10/5.1 Kay Coles reported that concerns had been expressed 
about children’s safety regarding the plans for a pond in the riverside. Paul Blackwell 
reminded members that this was a feature of the already agreed Management Plan. 

 

5. Hear Issues Raised by The Public

No issues had been reported this month.

6. The Wetland Top Path Project

Paul Blackwell advised that the project was between 70% and 75% complete. Delays had 
been mainly the result of supply issues with materials but also the effort needed to 
resolve the anticipated drainage problem at the Kitchen Lane end had been greater than 
originally expected.  It was now hoped that the path would be ready for opening by the 
end of October.

Kay Coles advised she had been contacted by a resident expressing concerns about the 
drainage issues but on discussion this did not appear to relate to work done on the path.
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7. Receive an Update on Pathway Improvement Plans

An additional pathway improvement day is planned for 9th October 2021. RS

8. Receive an Update on the Sensory Garden 

Paul Blackwell provided a report on behalf of Geri Rowe. It is now hoped that initial 
clearance will commence during the week commencing 11th October with the aim for 
further work to be done during the half term break.

9. Consider a Proposal for Heritage Trail Signs in the Woodland

John Williams had circulated his original thoughts on this and a subsequent report on 
progress prior to the meeting. In summary this identified a possible cost for the original 
approach proposed (circa £5-8000) and identified an alternative, lower cost, solution. 
Paul Blackwell had discussed a joint funding arrangement with the Parish Council. The 
Great Central Railway Enthusiasts Association, History Society and Archive Trust had 
been approached. There seems to be enthusiasm for the project.

Patricia Darby advised that the Archive Trust’s files should be available from 13/10 as a 
source of input to the project.

The Committee agreed that the initiative should progress based on the original multi-
sign proposal but possibly also incorporating QR codes on the boards to provide access 
to additional material. John Williams will progress the announcement of the plans. 

JCW

There is a potential link to the West Northamptonshire Council plans for a cycleway on 
the track of the old railway between Woodford and Charwelton. John Williams would 
approach Rupert Frost to let him know of our plans.

JCW

10. Consider the Garden Club’s Offer to Plant Bulbs In The Memorial Glade

The Garden Club had offered to plant bulbs in the Memorial Glade. Kay Coles did not 
feel this was appropriate as the Glade rules prevented individuals planting flowers 
there. It was agreed by the Committee that the original intention of preserving the 
Glade as a natural area should be continued.  

Robert Snedker suggested an alternative proposal might be for the garden club to take 
over the area of land beside the retaining wall for the Station Road bridge. He would 
discuss this with them. Woodland bulb types are preferred.

RS

11. Review Working With Other Initiatives

John Williams provided a report from Sarah Bytyci that the summer “Woodland 
Adventure” events had run successfully with a good complement of attendees. She 
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intends to run further “Woodland Adventure” events in October and a “Forest School”.

Lizzie Farmer provided an update on progress with the Bush Skills training. She had 
made contact with Will Lord who it was hoped would lead the session. Kate Kee had 
agreed to provide her field as a venue for a fund raiser. 

Kay Coles expressed the view that we should use local suppliers if possible but the skills 
do not exist locally. They must, however, have DBS checks and public liability insurance.

Paul Blackwell confirmed that he had raised the idea with the Parish Council and gained 
in-principle approval but needed a plan identifying costs, dates and funding sources 
(including where possible confirmed ‘pledges’) so that it can be formally agreed. 

Patricia Darby will work with Lizzie Farmer, Maura Newell and Geri Rowe to produce a 
plan and a funding proposal that would go to the Parish Council.

PD

12. Review Other Activities Relating to The Management Plan

Plan
Tracker 

Ref:

Comments

3.7 The “tree nursery” should be brought into operation over the next month. 

4.1 Kay Coles advised that some residents had expressed concerns about the state of Memorial Glade 
maintenance. The agreed works (two-weekly mowing of the path margin and annual strimming / 
raking) had not been carried out in September. Gary Smith will chase the contractor to ensure the 
work is carried out.

Ruth Curzon reported that four more plaques were on order for the Memorial Stone and we will 
need an additional mounting plate on the Stone soon. She will liaise with Ian Dobson on this. There 
had also been vandalism to the armed forces bench and further repainting was needed. If necessary, 
it could be relocated to the Memorial Hall grounds. 

5.1 Ian Dobson is working on a plan for the creation of a pond area.

13. Consider Any Other Item the Chairman Decides is Urgent

Ruth Curzon had been approached by a resident who would possibly be interested in 
joining the Committee. 

Paul Blackwell suggested that the person should come along to one or two meetings in 
order to see how the team works.

RC

14. Set a Date for the Next Committee Meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 27th October 2021 at 7:00pm in the Dryden Hall.
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