
Minutes of the Woodford-cum-Membris Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Tuesday, 09 August 2022 in the Memorial Hall, Woodford Halse Starting 

at 19.00 hrs. 

C171/22 Present
Paul Blackwell [Chairman], Howard Burdett, Pete Davies, Gary Denby, George Osborne, 
Geri Rowe, Oliver Russell, Andrew Sierant, Robert Snedker & Martin Turner.
Three members of the public including Rupert Frost [West Northamptonshire Councillor] & 
Rev. Paul Trathen [St. Mary’s Church, Woodford Halse].
G. P. Smith [Parish Clerk].

C172/22 Apologies for Absence
Council received and accepted apologies from Parish Councillors Alison Crockford & 
Maura Newell [both out of the area].
Council also received apologies from PCSO Carl Barton [Northamptonshire Police] & 
West Northamptonshire Councillors Jo Gilford & David Smith.

C173/22 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman reported that:
 Chris Heaton-Harris MP [for Daventry] had visited the village on 26 July 2022 formally opening 

the Woodford Halse Community Larder in the “Nest” at the Primary Academy and the Great 
Central Woodland’s Wetland Top Walk.

 WNC had decided to fund Stagecoach to continue operating Service 200 between Daventry & 
Banbury on the current timetable until 14 January 2023 whilst officers & members develop 
plans for future bus services. [See also WNCllr. Frost’s report below.]

C174/22 Members’ Declarations of Interest
Council received none.

C175/22 Minutes of the Last Meeting
Council approved the minutes of its meeting of 12 July 2022.

C176/22 Matters Arising
 C165/22 Ryefields & Sarafield Children’s Play Areas. Council has arranged for RoSPA 

recommendations to be addressed.
 C165/22 Sarafield Skate Park. Subsequent to June’s RoSPA inspection, damage to the 

skateboard ramp’s platform had been identified. The equipment has been “closed” whilst 
suitable repairs are organised.

 C165/22 Sarafield hard surface Sports Area. Arrangements for maintenance &/or replacement 
of the fence between the old multi-use games area and the main soccer pitch continue to be 
difficult. Suitable schemes & estimates prove elusive. There is a present need for repairs and a 
longer term plan for the games courts. Cllr. Burdett & Cllr. Davies will investigate, including 
quotations from specialist sports ground contractors, sources of grants, Council funding & the 
involvement of the Woodford Halse Sports Community Club. Councillors had found recent 
social media posts in this matter most unhelpful.

 C166/22 Community Infrastructure Levy. Cllr. Snedker awaits a quotation from Council’s 
contractor, Eon, for streetlighting in Kitchen Lane. Item for Council’s September agenda.

C177/22 Fill Vacancies on this Council1

Council co-opted Oliver Russell.

1 Following this action, two vacancies remain.
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C178/22 West Northamptonshire Councillor
The Chairman welcomed WNCllr. Frost who reported:
 Ward members had been working very hard trying to reverse Stagecoach’s decision to 

withdraw bus Service 200  between Banbury & Daventry [serving intermediate villages]. The 
Service has been extended until 14 January 2023 as noted above. It seems WNC officers are 
not convinced this Service is most important in comparison with other loss making routes in 
the area. Urgent discussions are underway to find a solution & funding before Stagecoach 
notifies possible staff redundancies this November. The Chairman was disappointed that WNC 
had not yet reached a permanent solution which Council Tax Payers might regard as a fair 
return and directly consulted Council on local circumstances e.g., specific passenger needs, 
time tabling, types of vehicle. On WNCllr. Frost’s advice, Council will write to responsible WNC 
officers and members confirming local need and strongly urging the long-term preservation of 
the Service.

 Unfortunately, he could not attend the Trading Standards/Police establishment of a “No Cold 
Calling Zone” for Fay Close on 01 August 2022. This is most supportive for residents.

 He is very pleased to see the current uptake of the service being provided by the Woodford 
Halse Community Larder in the village school grounds [“the Nest”]. There is a real demand for 
the service.

Cllr. Rowe felt that WNC had not maintained funding and other support for our Ukraine families, in 
comparison with other local authorities. The bus service linking local villages and towns is also 
very valuable for them.

C179/22 Public Session – St. Mary’s Church – Public Clock
The Chairman welcomed Rev. Paul Trathen who advised that despite the clock in the tower being 
silenced during night hours, a sole parishioner continues to object to it chiming at all times, making 
this view clear to the Parochial Church Council and strongly to one individual member. He 
suggested the situation, the clock being a civic amenity, might best be addressed by the Parish 
Council with a formal assessment of any noise nuisance and seeking all residents’ views.  

Resolved: Council to initially conduct a parish wide survey/questionnaire on the clock chiming. 
[Rev. Trathen has an example of how a similar problem was handled in another parish and will 
provide it as a “template” for Council’s assistance.]

Rev. Trathen will further write with a proposal for the Council’s future custodianship of the clock 
[and chimes]. [See also minute: C148/22.]

C180/22 Current Cost of Living Crisis [Community Larder, Fridge & Store]
Cllr. Rowe:
I am delighted to report that the Community Larder was officially opened last week by Chris 
Heaton-Harris MP, and we now have three banners promoting the Larder which we have paid for. 
The larder was able to open on schedule because we sourced two fridge freezers for it and the 
flooring.

There are now: 262 Facebook Group Members, 85 Subscription paid members, 64 Members who 
have done their first shop, money taken by the Charity2 over the first two sessions is £654.00 + 
£531.50 = £1,185.50.

There has been a warm reception from the community and four Unitary Councillors came to visit 
the session this week to see what was happening.

I have applied for one grant and nearly completed the application for a second from West 
Northants. Council and submitted a video-based grant application.

2 Regn: Food For Thought Daventry 1184601
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Next Steps:

 The electricity sockets are being installed next week at the Village Centre.
 The Fridge and Fridge Freezers have been sourced (donated) and are ready for installation as 

soon as the weather proofing shed/ porch is in place.
 I am investigating the CCTV [Clerk note: Cllr. Davies will look into this aspect.]
 I will then be arranging the banners/ signage and volunteers.
 I have asked the Library volunteers if they will help.

C181/22 Great Central Woodland Committee
Cmte. had last met on 28 July 2022. Council adopted its draft minutes3 as a report of that meeting.

C182/22 Civility & Respect Pledge
The National Association of Local Councils, the Society of Local Council Clerks & One Voice 
Wales believe now is the time to put Civility & Respect at the top of the agenda and start a cultural 
change for the local council sector. There is no place for bullying, harassment and intimidation 
within the parish & town council sector. The Clerk drew members attention to Council’s Code of 
Conduct for Members and had circulated links to further information and resources on this Civility 
& Respect project.

Resolved: Council to sign the Civility & Respect Pledge.

C183/22 № 16, Membris Way
Council supported rear & side extensions, subject of Planning Application WND/2022/0643, 
preferring that their external materials should match the existing, including the windows.

C184/22 Highway Matters
Cllr. Sierant [Highway Warden] reported:
 The Vehicle Activated Speed warning signs remain active. Allen Webb recharges their 

batteries when necessary. He is aware of the PCSOs comments in his report – see below.
 The flowering cherry [Queen’s Green Canopy] planted in Farndon Rd. having been stolen, was 

replaced by Beverley Blackwell [thank you] which in turn was removed and dumped on the 
roadside. The tree has now been replanted in a suitable position, closer to the built up area.

C185/22 Council Website [the Signpost]
Resolved: Cllr. Davies & John Williams [website editor] should activate the live version of the new 
website as soon as possible.
A recent survey of  website users had included:
 Could PCSO working pattern be publicised – not possible for Police operational reasons.
 Could the way Council minutes4 are issued be changed and publicised earlier – the Clerk’s 

preferred policy is for no more than one copy [even though another might be “draft”] of each 
Council meeting’s minutes to be posted on the website. Minutes are published in full once 
approved by the Council. A summary report is published on the website and in the What’s-on-
in-Woodford newsletter immediately after each Council meeting.

 Could there be space on the website for public questions and councillor responses. Current 
policy remains that Council shall not engage conversations via social media. Cllr. Russell 
working closely with Cllr. Davies and John Williams will review how Council might develop its 
social media presence to increase public involvement.

3 See GCW Cmte. minute book pages 177/178
4 LGA 1972 Sch 12 Para 41 requires that  minutes of proceedings of a local council & its committees must be kept. They must record 
councillors present and [reasons for] apologies for absence. They are intended to be formal records of official acts and decisions. They 
should be as short as is consistent with clarity & accuracy and should not be a record of discussions or argument made by councillors.
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C186/22 Police Matters
Council received PCSO Barton’s report for July 2022:

Cllr. Denby highlighted there was no reported anti-social behaviour in the month and that PCSO 
Barton had supported the recent Fay Close “No Cold Calling Zone” launch. 

He would clarify whether CCTV footage was available & viewed in the reported motor vehicle theft 
from the Beaver Centre and confirm that the 30,758 vehicle movements recorded during one week 
in Byfield Road is accurate – it seems a very high figure.

In addition, Cllr. Denby, was pleased to relay the following email from Tracey Rymer, Practice 
Manager, Byfield Medical Centre:

Dear Councillors, I am writing in the hope you will make this email public at your council meeting 
tomorrow. 
I would like to commend the actions of the village PCSO, Carl, he alerted me to a resident who 
was unwell but had no means of asking for help, after our discussion he contacted the ambulance 
service to get this lady immediately admitted to hospital. The lady in question was living with no 
gas or electricity. Carl has raised this as a safeguarding issue and the lady has been assigned a 
social worker who is going to ensure that the lady’s needs are met going forward. 
The lady remains in hospital until it is safe for her to return to her home.  
She has no family and without Carl’s intervention I dread to think what might have happened...  

Council indeed commended PCSO Barton on the action he took.

C187/22 Bank Signatories
Resolved. Cllrs. Blackwell and Rowe are appointed authorised signatories for Council’s NatWest 
current and business reserve accounts.

C188/22 Financial Accounts – Four Months to 31 July 2022
Council adopted the following report & accounting statement:

Resolved: Built Estate [Memorial & Village Centres, bus-shelters, Kings Corner toilets] cleaning 
should now revert to pre-Covid19 [Unit Clean Ltd.] schedules. 

C189/22 Income & Expenditure 
Council noted Income and authorised Expenditure for month July 2022:

C190/22 Village Centre – Charity Clothing Collection
On a recommendation from Cllr. Turner, Council approved the siting of a clothing collection 
container in a suitable position in the Village Centre car park. Cllr. Turner will control the facility 
with proceeds supporting Northamptonshire Search & Rescue [Charity: 1195265].

C191/22 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.25 hrs.
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