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I am delighted to report that the Community Larder was awarded £2,000 Community Covid Grant – 

thank you to Cllr. Jo Gilford who supported our application. The money was allocated in August, but 

WNC didn’t send any information, so the money was put into a central fund but has now been 

redirected into the Woodford Halse account. This will provide some security to be able to replace 

equipment such as a broken fridge since it will be spent on infra-structure rather than actual food. 

The Larder is now established with both the afternoon and 6-7 pm evening slots well supported. It 

has also been visited by many members of WNC and features in its latest newsletter. 

 

There are now: 

• 2 Shopping sessions – Tuesday 1-3 pm with ‘Snack and Chat’ and 6-7 pm   

• 721 Facebook Group Members 

• 337 Subscription paid members 

• 110/57 = 167 Members who shopped on Tuesday 25/10/22 

 

The Larder continues to be a meeting place in the Village with a diverse membership from young 

families with young babies to elderly and disabled members of the community with the evening 

session allowing access to people in work. There is a proposal to open the Larder coffee room at the 

NEST as a warm safe space targeted at older members of the community on Thursdays. 

 

The electrics have been installed for the Woodford Halse Community Fridge and the fridge itself has 

arrived [Dryden Hall]. So next step is to get the shed built around it.  

 

On Wednesday 9/11/2022 at 6.30 pm in the Dryden Hall there is an initial volunteers’ meeting, and 

we will then establish a leadership group and start to train the required people in Food Health and 

Safety.  

 

We are registered with the Community Fridge register and will have an inspection by the 

Environmental Health Team. 

 

We hope to have it open by the first of December.  

 

We are working on: 

• Build the shelter 

• Completing policies 

• Hold a volunteers meeting. Tomorrow! 

• Install the CCTV 

• Order banners/ signage 

• Source food for the fridge 
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Cost Implications: 

• The fridge cost £500 but was genuinely seen working in a restaurant so should be a sound 

investment.  

• We will be purchasing the materials to build around the fridge and signage for on the fridge.  

• We will also produce some flyers to distribute to ensure that people who are not on Facebook 

will know about the Fridge. 

• We anticipate this will be within the current funding allocation, but we will also apply for 

community grant funding. 

 

Safe Spaces – This is the item I would like us to discuss at the meeting since we need to register the 

spaces that we are able to offer people and ideally it would be where warm food and drinks can be 

provided at cost. 

Geri Rowe 

1/11/2022 


